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Submission Form

Proposed changes to the Local Rules of Greyhound Racing

Background

Greyhound Racing Victoria (GRV) is working with participants and key stakeholders to reform the greyhound industry in Victoria with animal welfare and integrity at the heart of the code. 

From 26 October 2016 to Wednesday 23 November 2016, you are invited to complete this Submission Form so that GRV receives the widest possible industry and community input into the new amendments. GRV thanks you for taking the time to tell us your views so we can work together to ensure the integrity and welfare interest of the sport of greyhound racing in Victoria.
Please complete this form so that your submission can be registered and considered by Greyhound Racing Victoria (GRV). 
All completed feedback submission forms must be received by GRV by close of business on Wednesday 23 November 2016. 

Submission form notes:

A page for comment is provided following each set of amendments but please add additional pages if needed.
The name and address you provide on this form will become part of your submission and be publicly available.

Future correspondence will generally be sent by email to the email address provided.

Please note that fields marked with an asterisk (* required) are mandatory fields and must be completed.

· You can submit your form: 

· By email: submissions@grv.org.au

· By fax: (03) 8329 1000

· By post: Greyhound Racing Victoria, 46-50 Chetwynd St, West Melbourne Vic 3003
Please ensure that all emails, faxes and envelopes are clearly titled “Local Rules Submission”.

PART A – YOUR DETAILS
	Full name 

(* required)

	

	I am making this submission 

(* required)
	As an individual



	
	On behalf of the following organisation

(insert details) 



	What best describes your interest in this issue 

(* required)

Please choose as many items as necessary to describe your interest.  For example, if you both own and train greyhounds, please check the greyhound racing participant – owner and greyhound racing participant – trainer boxes.
	Local government
	

	
	Other government
	

	
	Greyhound Industry body
	

	
	Greyhound racing or coursing club
	

	
	Greyhound racing participant – owner 
	

	
	Greyhound racing participant – breeder
	

	
	Greyhound racing participant – whelper
	

	
	Greyhound racing participant – rearer
	

	
	Greyhound racing participant – educator/breaker
	

	
	Greyhound racing participant – trainer 
	

	
	Greyhound racing participant – studmaster 
	

	
	Veterinarian
	

	
	Community member or organisation
	

	
	Other (insert details)


	

	Postal address 
	

	Phone 

(* required)


	

	Email address 

(* required)
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1 Rehoming Efforts
Background

A new Local Rule (LR42.6) introduced in June 2016 requires Victorian owners to make every effort to re-home a greyhound in order to avoid the euthanasia of an otherwise fit and healthy greyhound.  

GRV has invested significant resources in enhancing rehoming initiatives and activities, including the opening of a new GAP assessment facility in Mt Mercer, the expansion of the GAP facility at Seymour, the appointment of a Foster Manager to enhance the greyhound foster network and supporting industry participants and other agencies in their own rehoming activities.

In the context of this investment, amendment of Local Rule is proposed to clearly specify an owners’ obligation to avoid euthanasia, provide clarity on minimum requirements for re-homing attempts and preparation, and to ensure that a breach of this rule is treated as a serious offence.
Proposed rule

Delete LR42.6 and replace with
	
	42.6
	(a)
An Owner must make all reasonable efforts to avoid euthanasia of their greyhound by finding it a suitable long term home.   

	
	
	(b)
Without limiting LR42.6(a), actions that an Owner must take to find a suitable long term home for their greyhound includes at least one genuine attempt of all of the following: 

	
	
	(i)
seek to re-home the greyhound with at least two appropriate third parties, and

	
	
	(ii)
seek the greyhound’s admission to the Greyhound Adoption Program, and

	
	
	(iii) 
seek the greyhound’s re-homing through at least one other animal adoption, re-homing or rescue agency.

	
	
	

	
	
	(c)
For at least four weeks prior to an attempt under LR 42.6(b), an Owner must ensure that:

(i)
the greyhound has not engaged in any racing related activities, including (but not limited to) trialling, breaking, education, training or racing; and
(ii)
genuine and daily efforts have been made to socialise the greyhound to non-training and non-racing settings, environments, places and people including (but not limited to) being walked for at least 20 minutes per day in public (muzzled and on a lead at all times). 

	
	
	(d)
An Owner will not breach LR42.6(a) if it is determined that the greyhound is:

	
	
	(i)
suffering from any incurable condition that causes significant pain or discomfort, or a marked reduction in quality of life, or where the condition or injury is significant;

	
	
	(ii)
at the end of the period required for compliance with LR42.6(c), displaying significant behavioural characteristics that negatively impact on its suitability as a pet, including aggression towards humans or other animals;

(iii)
required to be euthanased to comply with law.

	
	
	(e)
An Owner must:

	
	
	(i)
keep detailed records of their compliance with LR42.6(a) to (c), inclusive;

	
	
	(ii)
be able to provide evidence to support a determination that LR42.6(d) applies to their greyhound; and 

	
	
	(iii) 
provide records and evidence kept under this rule to a Steward or authorised officer of the Board on request.

	
	
	(d)
Failure to comply with LR42.6 is a Serious Offence.


COMMENT – Rehoming Efforts
[insert comments here]
2 Notice of Intention
Background

A new rule introduced in Victoria in June 2016 required owners to provide at least seven days written notice, in the prescribed form, of an intention to euthanise more than 5 greyhounds in any four week period.
Consultation with industry participants has strongly supported a requirement for a notice in the case of an intention to euthanise any fit and healthy greyhound.  
Proposed Rule change
Delete LR42.7 and replace with

	
	LR42.7
	(a)
An Owner must provide the Controlling Body with at least 14 days’ prior written notice, in the prescribed form, of an intention to euthanase a fit and healthy greyhound.  It is a Serious Offence to fail to comply with this clause. 

	
	
	(b)
LR42.7(a) does not apply if, in the genuine opinion of a registered veterinarian, the greyhound is suffering from any incurable condition that causes significant pain or discomfort, or a marked reduction in quality of life, or where the condition or injury is significant.


COMMENT – Notice of Intention 
[insert comments here]
3 Socialisation, enrichment and education
Background

Feedback on the benefits of early and regular socialisation, enrichment and education of greyhounds was consistent across all stakeholders at the recently conducted GRV Stakeholder Workshops.  These activities were considered to have direct, and significant, effects on greyhound welfare generally, as well as to promote the greyhound’s chances to succeed in both a racing career and ensure appropriate preparation for re-homing.

The proposed new rules provide details of standards for these activities and are drawn from feedback provided by industry as well as animal standards relevant to GRV activities.
Proposed new rules

	
	XX.1
	All registered persons must ensure that greyhounds in their care or control are provided with daily handling, appropriate exercise and age appropriate forms of enrichment including, without limitation:

	
	
	(a)
a variety of different surfaces that expose the greyhounds to different textures including, but not limited to, hard floors, carpet, soft bedding, newspaper, artificial grass, turf; and 

	
	
	(b)
chew toys rotated weekly including but not limited to, rope toys, squeaky toys and rubber toys; and

	
	
	(c)
regular access to different environments and/or changes to their environment including, without limitation, changes in toys and obstacle items in pens and starting boxes, walking in new environments, introduction to new people or environments, different sounds, sights and smells, on at least a weekly basis.

	
	
	As soon as practicable after request by a Steward or authorised officer of the Board, the registered person must provide evidence of their efforts to comply with this rule.

	
	XX.2
	An Owner or registered person must ensure that all greyhounds in their care or control are taught to wear a collar, walk on a lead and walk by their collar, prior to reaching 16 weeks of age.

	
	XX.3
	Prior to introducing a greyhound to education or pre-training, an Owner or registered person must:

	
	
	(a) 
ensure that the greyhound can wear a collar, walk on a lead and walk by their collar; and

	
	
	(b)
ensure that the greyhound has received a minimum of once weekly exposure for a period of at least four weeks:

	
	
	(i)
to travelling in cars and/or trailers; and

	
	
	(ii)
between 30 to 60 minutes of isolation from other greyhounds and humans; and

	
	
	(c)
obtain a veterinary certificate not less than one month old stating that at the time of the greyhound’s examination, the greyhound was fit to begin pre-training activities. 

	
	XX.4
	Prior to introducing a greyhound to training, an Owner or registered person must:

	
	
	(a)
ensure that the greyhound is appropriately prepared to transition from education and pre-training activities to training and racing related activities; and

	
	
	(b)
obtain a veterinary certificate not less than one month old stating that at the time of the greyhound’s examination, the greyhound was fit to begin training and racing activities.


COMMENT – Socialisation, enrichment and education
[insert comments here]

4 Minimum age for breeding
Background

The proposed new rules are intended to enshrine a minimum age for greyhound breeding in the GRV rules and are drawn from feedback provided by industry as well as animal standards relevant to GRV activities.
Proposed new rules

	
	XX.1
	A greyhound must not be registered as a breeding female before the age of 24 months.

	
	XX.1
	A greyhound must not be registered as a sire before the age of 24 months.


COMMENT – Minimum age for breeding
[insert comments here]

5 Minimum age for nomination
Background

National Rule 21 currently provides that a greyhound cannot be nominated for an Event before the age of 16 months.  This covers both greyhound racing and coursing.
Consultation with industry participants has identified a concern that 16 months is too young for a greyhound to commence racing, with the vast majority of greyhounds of this age lacking the required maturity and physical development required for racing, placing them at greater risk of injury than a more mature greyhound.  
Participants have indicated support for an increase in the minimum age for nomination of a greyhound for greyhound racing.    Feedback in relation to the increase in the minimum age for coursing is also sought.
Proposed new rule

	LR26.2
	A greyhound must not be nominated for an Event before the age of 20 months.



COMMENT – Minimum age for nomination
[insert comments here]

6 Health of Racing Greyhound

Background

GRV’s track design, track safety and lures workshop identified a number of initiatives relevant to greyhound welfare and minimisation of injuries.  This workshop highlighted the issue of racing greyhounds’ health during their racing career and raised a possible solution as putting more onus on trainers to report pre and post-race greyhound illnesses and injuries.
In response to this feedback GRV proposes a rule change to strengthen obligations on trainers to report injuries and illnesses which affect a greyhound’s fitness to race.
Proposed rule
	
	LR26.4
	A Trainer must notify the Stewards as soon a s practicable (but in any case, not more than 48 hours) upon becoming aware that any greyhound in their care or custody is suffering from an injury or illness which affects that greyhound’s fitness to race, including (without limitation) injuries sustained at an Event that were not detected in a veterinary examination at that Event.  Upon receipt of such a notice a Steward may order that, prior to any further nominations being accepted for any greyhound, a veterinary certificate be produced to the satisfaction of the Stewards, stating that at the time of examination, the greyhound was fit to race. 


COMMENT – Health of Racing Greyhound
[insert comments here]

7 Transfers of Greyhounds

Background

Accuracy of data in relation to the transfer, retirement, rehoming and death of all Victorian greyhounds is imperative to GRV analysis, policy making and regulation.  
Proposed rule changes are intended to enhance GRV’s ability to collect accurate data and to deter persons from providing false or misleading data.

Proposed rule change

Notification of Retirement or Death

	
	XX.1
	An owner or person responsible for a greyhound who provides false or misleading information in relation to GAR106(3) or LR42.3 is guilty of a serious offence.

	
	XX.2
	A Controlling Body may require a registered person to provide information or further details as it thinks fit in relation to a notification under GAR106(3) or LR42.3.  A person who fails to comply may be suspended from participating in greyhound racing until the person provides the relevant information.


Transfer of greyhound

	
	YY.1
	An owner or person responsible for a greyhound who provides false or misleading information in relation to GAR117, GAR118 or LR42.4 is guilty of a serious offence.

	
	YY.2
	A Controlling Body may require a registered person to provide information or further details as it thinks fit in relation to a notification under GAR117, GAR118 or LR42.4.  A person who fails to comply may be suspended from participating in greyhound racing until the person provides the relevant information.


COMMENT – Transfers of Greyhounds
[insert comments here]

8 Rule Amendments

Background

Enhancements to GRV rules are proposed to clarify and facilitate GRV’s focus on raising participant awareness of rule changes.  

Proposed change

Delete LR1.4 and replace with
	
	1.4
	(a)
The Controlling Body must:

	
	
	(i)
publish a notice of the making or amendment of the Rules in the Government Gazette; and  

	
	
	(ii)
within 7 working days after the making of or amendment of a Rule:

	
	
	a.
publish the Rules and each amendment of the Rules on the Internet; and            

	
	
	b.
display or cause to be displayed a notice of the making or amendment of the Rules at each Club. 

	
	
	(b)
A Rule or amendment to a Rule comes into force on the day the notice is published in the Government Gazette, or on a later day specified in the notice.


COMMENT – Rule Amendments
[insert comments here]
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